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Inter-American Developments 


During recent months there have been a number 
of significant inter-American developments. In a 
major address of September 19 Secretary of State 
Acheson referred to a “crucial test” of American 
regional peace machinery brought about by “plots 
and counter-plots” in the Caribbean area and else- 
where in the hemisphere. Background to Mr. Ache- 
son’s remarks is the forceful change of govern- 
mental regimes in twelve Latin American countries 
since the end of World War II. 


Problem of Recognition 


An important part of Mr. Acheson’s speech re- 
lated to the problem of recognition of these new 
Latin American governments. The question is most 
timely in view of the general consultation among the 
American republics respecting the new regime in 
Panama that led to United States recognition on De- 
cember 14th. 

In his September 19th speech Mr. Acheson said: 
“When a freely elected government is overthrown 
and a new and perhaps militaristic government takes 
over, we do not need to recognize the new govern- 
ment automatically and immediately. We can wait 
to see if it really controls its territory and intends to 
live up to its international commitments. We can 
consult with other governments, as we have often 
done. . . It is recognition of a set of facts, nothing 
more. We may have the gravest reservations as to 
the manner in which it has come into power. We 
may deplore its attitude toward civil liberties. Yet 
our long-range objectives in the promotion of demo- 
cratic institutions may, in fact, be best served by 
recognizing it and thus maintaining a channel of 
communication with the country involved.” 


Use of Inter-American Peace Machinery 


Inter-American peace machinery has been invoked 
a number of times during the past year. Two dis- 
putes have thus been successfully disposed of. The 
first case involved the Rio Treaty under which ag- 
gression, or the threat of aggression, requires con- 


sultation and if necessary reciprocal assistance to the. 


victim involved. On December 12, 1948, Costa 
Rica’s representatives on the Council of the Organiza- 
tion of American States charged that an armed force 
was invading its territory from neighboring Nica- 
ragua. The Council met immediately, sent a Com- 
mission of Investigation to gather information and 
on Christmas Eve a year ago approved a resolution 
making specific recommendations for settling the 
dispute. Two months later the two nations signed 
a treaty effecting a settlement. 

The second case was last March when Haiti com- 
plained that the adjoining Dominican Republic was 
permitting activities in its territory aimed at under- 
mining the Haitian government. The Rio Treaty 
was not invoked but instead use was made of the 
Inter-American Peace Committee, made up of rep- 
resentatives of five nations, including the U.S., which 
was set up at the Havana Conference of 1940. The 
Peace Committee, which is restricted to suggesting 
measures of peaceful settlement, listened to the parties 
to the dispute, visited the countries concerned, and, 
following a series of consultations and negotiations 
agreed upon a Declaration made public on June 10, 
1949, in which both Haiti and the Dominican 
Republic agreed not to tolerate activities designed to 
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disturb the domestic peace of a neighbor, or any 
other friendly government. 

Currently the Peace Committee is involved with 
a third dispute involving the Dominican Republic’s 
claim that a plan to invade her territory is being 
organized in Cuba. The Cuban government has 
denied the existence of such a plot and the Peace 
Committee has called upon the two countries con- 
cerned to settle their dispute in accordance with 
existing inter-American principles and policies. 

In a statement of December 14th Secretary of 
State Acheson referred to his September 19th speech 
in which he said, “Aggression or plotting against any 
nation of this Hemisphere is of concern to us. 
Wherever it occurs, or may be threatened, we shall 
use our strongest efforts, in keeping with our inter- 
national commitments, to oppose it and to defend the 
peace of the Hemisphere.” 

At the request of the U.S., the Inter-American 
Peace Committee met last August to consider the 
“delicate political situation” in the Caribbean area. 
Following consideration of various reports, the Com- 
mittee made a statement on September 14 in which 
it reafirmed in 14 points the basic principles of 
American peace and solidarity. These emphasized 
non-intervention in the internal or external affairs of 
other states, the effective exercise of representative 
democracy, the strengthening of American solidarity 
in the face of threats to world peace, and the use 
of existing inter-American peace machinery. 

Each of the specific actions taken by American 
regional agencies has been reported in full to the 
United Nations. 


Hearings On Fiscal Policy 


Representative government today calls for serious 
application to complicated economic matters. Re- 
cent evidence that some Congressmen recognize this 
has been afforded by a hard-working sub-committee 
of the Joint Committee on the Economic Report 
which stayed in Washington during the Congres- 
sional “vacation” to give itself an intensive seminar 
on problems relating to federal monetary, fiscal and 
credit policies. Senator Paul Douglas, as chairman, 
has conducted some stiff sessions, pointing up im- 


portant economic issues and stimulating thinking 
among his own committee members, representatives 
of government agencies and other economic policy 
leaders. The Sub-committee’s collection of state- 
ments submitted and also its printed hearings will 
be extensively used during the coming session of 
Congress. They are available upon request from the 
Joint Committee on the Economic Report. 


Summary of U. N. Assembly 


(Continued from Trenpvs, December 12) 


Other action taken by the Assembly includes: 

Atomic energy talks between Big Five and Canada 
will continue. While the Assembly reafirmed ap- 
proval for majority plan, the six nations were also 
asked to explore any new proposals. Study of regula- 
tion of armaments is to continue under Security 
Council. 

U.N. Field Service, an international guard force 
of 300 will be set up to help U.N. missions through- 
out the world in performance of their duties. 

Internationalization of Jerusalem was recom- 
mended, with administration by U.N. Trusteeship 
Council, against bitter opposition of both Jordan and 
Israel, which now control Jerusalem. The Trustee- 
ship Council is now meeting to see what steps it 
can take to carry out Assembly recommendation 
since Jordan and Israel refuse to comply. 

U.N. Relief and Works Agency for Palestine 
Refugees is set up for the next 18 months, with 
budget of $54.9 million to be contributed by member 
governments. 

Chinese situation is to be under continuous exami- 
nation by the Little Assembly. The General As- 
sembly also called on all nations to respect territorial 
integrity and political independence of China. Mean- 
while problem of recognition for new Chinese gov- 
ernment becomes imminent, including question of 
which government shall represent China in the 
United Nations. 

International Court of Justice was asked by the 
Assembly for advisory opinions on status by South- 
west Africa, and existence of legal dispute on ob- 
servance of human rights in Eastern Europe under 
the peace treaties. 
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